
You need Two empty tin cans ‑ 
clean and without sharp edges. 
Punch or drill a hole in the 
centre of each tin – a nail was 

used in wartime. 

Then fix a string or thick thread 
between each tin by knotting 
the string inside the tin so that 

it is not pulled out. 

Pull the string tight between 
you both. One person puts the 
tin to their ear while the other 
speaks into their tin – just like 
these children. Even a whisper 
will travel a long way if it is 

kept tight.
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Illustrations courtesy of Make These Toys: A Book for Girls and Boys from 8 to 80 by Robert Grenham. Published by Children’s Press in 1940s  


