


N
eed

 m
ore id

eas? 
As a m

useum
, w

e interview
 older people about 

their experiences during the Second W
orld W

ar. 
Read w

hat these evacuees said, and take inspiration 
from

 their w
ords: 

D
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F

O
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T
O

 W
R

IT
E

!
Belfast played an im

portant role during the Second W
orld W

ar producing 
m

unitions, ships, aircraft, ropes, parachutes, and uniform
s. This m

ade it a 
possible target for an air raid. Som

e fam
ilies took the threat seriously and 

evacuated their children to the countryside w
here they w

ould be safer.  
 Som

e evacuees stayed w
ith relatives and others stayed w

ith com
plete strangers.

For m
any it w

as the first tim
e they had been on a farm

. They enjoyed hom
e-cooked 

m
eals and fresh m

ilk, but often com
plained about the strange sm

ells, noisy roosters 
and their new

 schoolteacher! Evacuees m
issed their parents so they w

rote letters 
hom

e to stay in touch and tell them
 about their experiences.

 A
C

T
IV
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Im
agine that you have just been evacuated from

 Belfast during the 
Second W

orld W
ar. W

rite a letter to your fam
ily back hom

e using the 
tem

plate on the other side of this page.

T
h

in
g

s to m
en

tion
 in

 you
r letter…

• How
 did it feel to say goodbye at the train station? 

• How
 did you feel on the journey? W

orried, excited, nervous, scared?
• Did you experience the Belfast Blitz before you left? If so, how

 did 
 it m

ake you feel?
• W

hat did you pack in your suitcase, and did you forget anything?
• Are you living on a farm

 or in a village? Have you been helping 
 w

ith chores?
• Have you experienced anything unusual in the countryside? 
 Try to use all five senses (vision, hearing, touch, sm

ell, taste).
• If your brothers or sisters have been evacuated w

ith you, are they okay?
• Have you m

ade any new
 friends?

• Describe your host fam
ily, their house and your new

 school.
• W

hat do you m
iss about hom

e? M
aybe you could ask your parents 

 to visit or send you som
e treats in the post.

• End w
ith hugs and kisses and a draw

ing of som
e of the things you’ve

 seen so far.

“Food w
as alw

ays in short supply so it w
as not until w

e 
w

ere evacuated out to Ballinderry in Lisburn that I saw
 

m
y first egg. Pow

dered eggs w
ere all that w

as available 
in Belfast.”
H

ow
ard

 B
u

rn
s 

“W
e never knew

 w
hat a farm

 w
as, w

e couldn’t 
understand all these anim

als all over the place and the 
farm

er w
alking around in w

elly boots…
w

e didn’t have any 
w

elly boots! W
e w

ere glad to get back to Belfast again.”
H

arold
 M

org
an

 

“They had a big farm
. In Belfast w

e had rationing so 
things w

ere in short supply, but in Ferm
anagh they 

had a kitchen garden w
ith fruit bushes and an orchard. 

W
hat w

as not to like! I took to country life just like a duck 
to w

ater. They had a big Clydesdale horse called Bob, a 
dog called Jeff and a cat called Daisy and they had barn 
cats that didn't com

e into the house. They had pigs, cow
s 

and tw
elve ducks. I collected the eggs. I helped to churn 

the butter and I fed the hens. I loved it!”
M

arg
aret W

ilson
 

“There w
as a river that ran at the bottom

 of their field and 
w

e used to go dow
n every m

orning and w
ash our faces in 

it, and then w
e w

ent out and picked blackberries”.
H

arriet Sm
y

th

“Not all houses had electric lights, so w
e used oil lam

ps 
w

hen it got dark. People in the countryside spoke 
differently. Instead of saying ‘a few

 apples’ they said 
‘a w

heen of apples’ and boys w
ere know

n as ‘cubs’ 
and girls w

ere know
n as ‘cutties’.”

D
oreen

 B
lack
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